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at once, and ask her to stay with your mother. Where Is Miss
Yii? Tell her to come and sing for your mother." "
"Miss Yii has been gone a long time/' Flute of Jade said.-
• "Who told her to go?" Hsi-men said, "I wanted.her here
for another two days." He kicked Flute of Jade.
"She saw this was no place to be at, 90 she went away," the
Moon Lady said, "Flute of Jade is not to blame."
"You wouldn't kick the one who insulted Miss Sh£n," Flute
of Jade murmured.
Hsi-men Ch'ing 'pretended not to hear this. He dressed
and went to Master Ch'iao's house. Before the first night-
watch, he returned and went to the Moon Lady's room. The
Moon Lady was sitting with Aunt Wu, Tower of Jade and
Picture of Grace. Aunt Wu hurriedly went away as soon as he •
came in.
"How do you feel now?" Hsi-mSn CH'ing said.
"I have had two mouthfuls of gruel with my sister-in-latf,"
the Moon Lady said, "and my stomach feels rather easier*
But I still have the headache and backache."
"That is all right," Hsi-mSn said, "Doctor J6n will be here
to-morrow and he will give you some medicine to expel the
anger and strengthen your womb. You will soon be well
again."
"I told you I didn't want the doctor, but you would send
for him. This is nothing serious, and I don't want any man to
come and fiddle with me. You will see whether I am able to
go out or not to-morrow. What did kinsman Ch'iao want with
you?"
"Oh, it was only an entertainment to celebrate my coming
back from the Eastern Capital. He was very kind, and had
made a lot of preparations. There were two singing-girls, and
his Honour Chu was there. But I was so anxious about you,
I couldn't eat a thing. I had a few cups of wine and came back
as soon as I could."
"You smooth-tongued rascal," the Moon Lady said,
"These flowery phrases and flattering expressions are too
much for me. What is making you so extraordinarily pleasant?
Even if I were one of Buddha's incarnations, you would give
me no place in your heart. If I died, you wouldn't thyak me
worth ajar of earthenware. What did Ch'iao Say to you?"

